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Exploring Liberty Seated Halves

Topics 

ÅWhere Minted and Design Types

ÅWays to Collect Liberty Seated Halves

ÅGreat Available References

ÅDetailed Review of Design Types

ÅKey and Low Mintage Dates

ÅPopular Die Varieties

Å1861 New Orleans Issues

ÅOver and Under Rated Dates
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Exploring Liberty Seated Halves

ÅMinted 1839-1891

ÅFour Mints:  Philadelphia, New Orleans, San Francisco,  Carson City

ÅMinted under 3 governments:  USA, State of LA, CSA 

ÅSix major design types per PCGS Price Guide:

ðNo Drapery below elbow, small letters reverse (1839)

ðNo Motto, Drapery (1839-53, 1856-1866)

ðArrows at date, Rays on reverse (1853 only)

ðArrows at date (1854-55)

ðWith Motto on reverse (1866-73, 1875-91)

ðWith Motto, Arrows at date (1873-74)

ÅMany popular die varieties to consider
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Exploring Liberty Seated Halves

ÅActually there are eight major sub-types

ðNo Motto, Drapery breaks down into three reverse types

ÅSmall Letters reverse (1840-42)

ÅMedium Letters reverse (1840-O no O only)

ÅLarge Letters reverse (1842-52, 1854-66)
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Many, many varieties

ÅAbout 300 major 
varieties

ÅAbout 1,800 die 
marriages

ÅOverdates

ÅMisplaced dates

ÅRepunched dates

ÅDoubled dies

ÅDate and MM size 
variations

ÅRepunched mintmarks

ÅMajor die cracks, cuds

ÅHub changes
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Collecting the series

Collecting

ÅA complete date/mint set consists of 112 coins

ÅA complete sub-type set consists of 8 coins

Difficult dates, varieties, and stoppers

ÅMajor varieties (examples):  1847/6, 1873 NA Open 3,  
1875-S Micro S, 1876 Large/Small date

ÅExpensive dates:  1851, 1852, 1855-S,                            
1870-CC to 1874-CC, 1878-CC

ÅStopper:  1878-S  (~60 known)

ÅBig stopper:  1853-O No Arrows (4 known)
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Collecting strategies

ÅSub-type set (8 pieces)

ðSome collectors choose key/semi-key dates

ÅYear set (regardless of mint)

ðEasily completed, but requires diligent searching for 
original coins

ÅDate and mintmark set (minus 1853-O No Arrows)

ð1878-S is the stopper

ðTakes patience and money

Å10-piece Carson City set 1870-CC to 1878-CC is 
popular with collectors

ðIncludes 1873-CC both without and with arrows

ð1870-CC will be toughest
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Typical costs and timeframes 

$ G-6 F12 VF20 XF40 MS63

Common Date 45

1 show

70

1 show

90

1 show

175

1 show

1,325

1 show

Complete year-only set 7,500

10+ years

13,000

1-2 years

19,000

1-2 years

94,000

1-2 years

Complete date/mint set, 

minus 1853-O No Arrows

65,000

10+ years

115,000

5 years

- -

Complete date/mint set, 

with 1853-O No Arrows

300,000

25 years

915,000**

25 years

- -

** 1853-O No Arrows in VF35

Red font = theoretical, some dates
nearly unavailable in low grades
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Excellent References


